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KANE COUNTY HONORED FOR  
FINANCIAL REPORTING EXCELLENCE 
Designation awarded for commitment to ‘spirit of full disclosure’ 

 
GENEVA – County Board Chairman Karen McConnaughay on Thursday announced that Kane County 
received the highest form of recognition in governmental financial reporting and accounting from the 
nonprofit Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada. 
 
Specifically, the Association awarded its Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting to Kane County Finance Director Cheryl Pattelli for her comprehensive annual financial 
report. An impartial GFOA panel concluded the report met the high standards of the organization, and 
demonstrated a ‘spirit of full disclosure’ to clearly communicate the county’s financial story. 
 
“We have worked extremely hard to make Kane County a leader when it comes to financial reporting 
and accountability, and it is satisfying to have those efforts recognized by an organization with the 
stature of the GFOA,” Pattelli said. “We now look forward to further strengthening what is already a 
model system.” 
 
The GFOA is a nonprofit professional association serving approximately 16,000 government finance 
professionals. In issuing the distinction, the organization expressed its hope that the example set by 
Kane County, “will encourage other government officials in their efforts to achieve and maintain an 
appropriate standard of excellence in financial reporting.” 
 
Indeed, Kane County already is implementing a new Finance system to ensure an even higher level of 
government accountability and transparency for taxpayers. 
 
“We have made significant investment in roads, public safety and county services to protect the quality 
of life of residents in the face of extraordinary population growth – and we’ve lowered the county tax 
rate at the same time,” McConnaughay said. “The new finance system will provide further efficiencies 
and allow us to continue our strong tradition of detailed financial reporting.” 
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